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Synopsis 
 

This proposal focuses on the design of a new architectural intervention in the city of Clarkston, GA. The 
goal is to create a multi-ethnic gathering place where refugees mingle with local people and fosters 
relationships. The idea is to showcase through architectural design the fairy tale story of the Clarkston 
community, a compassionate and welcoming community where refuges became integral to the town's 
sense of identity.  

In preparing this proposal the team met with government representatives and leaders of the 
community. The discussion led to focus the intervention on an area adjacent to Market Street, right in 
the heart of Clarkston. 

What we propose are modular constructs that will redefine walls, floor and ceiling of the shed located in 
Market Street, Clarkston, GA. The constructs will be designed in conjunction with the local community. 
This intervention will respond to the need of the city in creating a multi-cultural dynamic space capable 
of hosting different programs: from a farmers market, to a coffee shop, to an urban living room. 

The project is described in four sections: narrative, site, program, and design tools. In addition 
outcomes, broader impact, additional funds, and timeline are provided for clarity and completeness. 
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Narrative 

 
"Someday you will be old enough to start reading fairy tales again" 

C.L. Lewis 
 

   
 

There are many stories worth to tell. As architects we are fascinated by the power of stories and how 
they change people and shape cultures. We believe that stories are written to be shared, and it is our 
responsibility to retell those that we witness — not only for our own sake, but for the benefit of others. 

The story of our proposal is the story of the Clarkston community, a modern fairy tale ready to be 
unfolded. This is a story of fathers, mothers, and children forced to move from one place to another, a 
story of people looking to regain a sense of place. A story that was destined to destruction but that got 
transformed into something whimsical instead. 

What we propose is a project that celebrates the power of architecture in enhancing community and 
bringing people together to create a sense of place. 

It all start with a question: How does a dusty, working-class town in Georgia not only manage to rehome 
thousands of refugees, but make them integral to the town’s sense of identity? 

In answering this question we challenged ourselves to re-discover the beauty that relies in living 
community and the interaction among people in creating a place. 
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The site 
 

 
 
The City of Clarkston is located in DeKalb County, Georgia, United States.  

With a population of approximately of 13,500, the City is noted for its diversity. In the 1990s, refugee 
Asylum programs in the United States identified Clarkston as a good fit for displaced persons of many 
different backgrounds. By the 2000s the local high school had students from more than 50 countries; a 
local mosque had 800 worshippers; and by some estimates, half the population was from outside the 
U.S. 

In the middle of this square-mile city, Market Street represents the center of the community. Looking 
beyond the 1970s strip malls, apartment complexes and parking lots, there are sights rarely seen 
elsewhere in America. Beige storefronts are topped by signs in Amharic and Nepali scripts, with 
evocative English translations: Balageru Food Mart, African Cultural and Injera Grocers, Numsok Oriental 
Grocers. 

The intervention focuses in the corner of Market Street and Ponce de Leon Avenue, located in one of the 
most ethnically diverse and socially challenged neighborhoods in the US. The area is split into two zones 
by a shed of approximately 20x55 ft. It currently hosts a parking lot for a red food truck selling artisanal 
coffee.  
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The program 
 

 
Clarkston welcomes 1,500 refugees a year coming from every corner of the globe. Past waves of refugee 
resettlement have brought Syrians, Congolese, Bhutanese, Eritreans, Ethiopians, Somalis, Sudanese, 
Liberians, Vietnamese. However, most of Atlanta doesn’t know the U.N. has resettled up to 2000 
refugees here every year for the past three decades, which can lead to alienation between Americans 
and refugees. 

The program, developed in conjunction with local government and community representatives, is 
designed to promote, culture, knowledge and social interaction through a single common architectural 
platform. The overarching goal is, to create a unique, welcoming gathering place in Clarkston, and to tell 
a more beautiful refugee story to Atlanta. 

The envisioned architecture platform will help the new generation of citizen re-defining in the years to 
come the City of Clarkston by providing: 

- Urban living room; 
- Outdoor market place; 
- Seating/gathering areas; 
- Seasonal playscape. 
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Design tools: creating the Refuge 
 

 
Firmly believing that Small-Scale interventions can generate Large-Scale Impact, the Refuge is a small 
architectural intervention conceived as a giant exhibition space for the different nationalities of the 
people inhabiting the area surrounding it. 

A Refuge is a like a family, a place where people can gather and disseminate stories. The conceptual 
starting point is a division of areas into two zones – the shed and outdoor area. The shed will be used as 
an extension of cultural activities already ongoing, whereas the outdoor space is conceived as an urban 
extension of the internal life of Market Street. These areas will be re-defined by using temporary 
modular constructs that can be deployed in many different configuration to become furniture; market 
stands, shading, devises and more. 

From this perspective, we started by identify the scale of our intervention, which we wanted to be at the 
human scale related to the bodies that the immigrants are accustomed to from their native lands. The 
human body and its interaction through senses determined the size of the modular intervention. By 
using four design tools reported below, we will work alongside the community to finalize the design 
constructs. This approach will involve the community in the design process and will lead to an 
interaction between architecture, people and places. 
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Outcomes 
 

 
The first outcome is to create through architectural interventions a more vibrant Clarkston, one where 
refugees have opportunities to thrive. Where people from greater Atlanta and beyond discover the 
multi-textured beauty of a global culture right here in their own backyard. 

The Clarkston community will immediately benefit from the Refuge as it will provide a place for people 
to gather and interact. In long term this project will work in conjunction with the existing urban plan that 
the City has to connect Clarkston with the Stone Mountain Trial, and later Atlanta. In the long run the 
Refuge will become the gate of the City that will help Clarkston emerging as a destination: a richly-
textured “village” where people who live in greater Atlanta and beyond come to experience a dining, 
entertainment, and shopping experience created by a robust collaboration between immigrant and 
American business owners. 

Broader Impact 
 

Our goal is to join in the task of empowering the community of refugees and friends to use their many 
gifts to help us create the Refuge. Collaborating with local government representative and community, 
we estimate in the immediate phase to impact the life of: 

- member of the local community  (around 5000 people); 
- refugees (around 2500 people); 
- local authorities (around 50 people that work in the area). 
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Additional funds 

 
Additional funds were identified for this project. A private donor (R & Z Trust) will provide up to $3,000 
if the grant is awarded (please see letter of support attached to the proposal). 
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Timeline and budget 
 

 
The project is divided in three phases: 

x Phase one (from January to March): Workshop with Clarkston community. The workshop will be 
run in collaboration with the local administration and business owners. We will reach out to the 
community, which will become the fundamental part of the design process. 

x Phase two (from April to June): Design and Prototyping of one module. A full scale prototype will 
be constructed in this phase. A selection of material that will be used has been already identified 
and accounted into the budget. 

x Phase three (from July to November): Fabrication and installation. In this phase all the modular 
construct will be fabricated and installed. The installation is expected to be completed on 
November 21, 2018. 

A total budget of approximately $4,900 is anticipated. Additional funds (matching up to $3,000) have 
been already identified in addition to the AIA Innovation Grant. Below is reported an itemized budget 
showing detailed expenses required for the project. 

  

January February March April May June July August Septemebr October Novemebr December
Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3

Item quantity unit $/unit cost

Phase 1 Workshop 300.00$      
Phase 2 2x4x96 31 Each 3.00$    92.00$        

3/4 Exterior Plywood 10 Each 28.00$ 289.33$      
Lag screws 1/4 x 3-3-1/2 2 Pound 0.50$    1.00$           
Deck screws #8 x 1-1/4 3 Each 6.00$    16.00$        
Concrete blocks 8" 7 Each 5.00$    33.33$        
All  thread/Threaded rod 1/2x72 4 Each 7.00$    28.00$        
Nuts 1/2 117 Each 0.03$    3.50$           
Flat washers 1/2" hole 117 Each 0.03$    3.50$           
Flat straps 3/4x6 4 Each 2.00$    8.00$           
board & batting panels 4x8 1 Each 45.00$ 30.00$        
flex plywood 1/4 x 4.x8 1 Each 85.00$ 85.00$        
1/2" Flourescent Polypropelene Rope - Blue 1 ft 90.00$ 120.00$      
Paint 1 Gallon 25.00$ 25.00$        
12" Potted Planters 2 Each 20.00$ 40.00$        
6" Potted Plantes 4 Each 7.00$    84.00$        

Phase 3 2x4x96 138 Each 3.00$    414.00$      
3/4 Exterior Plywood 46.5 Each 28.00$ 1,302.00$   
Lag screws 1/4 x 3-3-1/2 9 Pound 0.50$    4.50$           
Deck screws #8 x 1-1/4 12 Each 6.00$    72.00$        
Concrete blocks 8" 30 Each 5.00$    150.00$      
All  thread/Threaded rod 1/2x72 18 Each 7.00$    126.00$      
Nuts 1/2 525 Each 0.03$    15.75$        
Flat washers 1/2" hole 525 Each 0.03$    15.75$        
Flat straps 3/4x6 18 Each 2.00$    36.00$        
board & batting panels 4x8 3 Each 45.00$ 135.00$      
flex plywood 1/4 x 4.x8 1.5 Each 85.00$ 127.50$      
1/2" Flourescent Polypropelene Rope - Blue 6 ft 90.00$ 540.00$      
Paint 20 Gallon 25.00$ 500.00$      
12" Potted Planters 9 Each 20.00$ 180.00$      
6" Potted Plantes 18 Each 7.00$    126.00$      

TOTAL 4,903.17$   
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Contact Reference 
 

Ted Terry, Mayor 
City of Clarkston 
(404) 585-0833 
ted@cityofclarkston.com 
 
Kitti Murray 
CEO of Refuge Coffee Co. 
(404) 259-4096 
kittimurray@gmail.com 
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Letters of supports 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 

This letter of recommendation is to support the work of Team GAZ i.e. Professors Giovanni Loreto, Arash 

Soleimani, and Zamila Karimi for their endeavor in offering to work collaboratively with the Clarkston 

community (through Refuge Coffee) to help create a sense of place for the refugee community which is 

one of the most diverse square miles in the US according to the Time Magazine.  

As a mayor of Clarkston, I am always looking to enhance our public spaces as a communal space where 

people of diverse backgrounds can come together both formally and informally to meet, exchange 

ideas, and celebrate one another. I believe in the power of design to bring people together especially a 

community such as ours.  

I am most excited by this team of professionals who understand the needs of the Clarkston community 

and are proposing an innovative architectural intervention that can become a catalyst for the Clarkston 

community.  

As a mayor, I will provide my full support to the Team GAZ to facilitate the design endeavors. 

I highly recommend them for this grant.  

Sincerely,  

 

Mayor Ted Terry.  

 



Refuge Coffee Co.                 3803 Market Street, Clarkston, GA 30021                  refugecoffeeco.com	
	 	 	

	
October 1, 2017 

	
	
	

To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	
	
I’ve	been	discussing	the	AIA	Innovation	Grant	with	Zamila	Karimi,	Arash	Soleimani,	
and	Giovanni	Loreto,	and	I	am	impressed	with	the	heart	and	expertise	they	bring	to	
the	project	they	plan	to	pursue	in	Clarkston,	Georgia.		
	
As	the	founder	of	a	non-profit	social	enterprise	AND	a	resident	of	this	community—
one	Time	Magazine	has	called	“the	most	diverse	square	mile	in	the	country”—I	am	
always	heartened	when	gifted,	resourceful	people	and	entities	want	to	contribute	to	
our	place	here.	“Our	place,”	to	me	means	both	the	little	urban	city	of	Clarkston	and	
the	corner	in	the	center	of	it	where	we	gather	people	daily	for	employment,	training,	
and	coffee	at	Refuge.	This	grant	will	enable	Zamila,	Arash,	and	Gio	to	help	us	give	
shape	to	a	more	vibrant	community.		
	
I	highly	recommend	them	for	this	grant.		
	
	
	
Many	thanks,		
	
	
Kitti	Murray		
Founder,	Refuge	Coffee	Co.		
 
 
 
 




